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Fairfield County, Conne

vmer:  Tomm of Fairfield, Comnecticout
Date of Trechion: 1804

Aronitect or Cuilder: Not recorded

Fresent Condition: ¥alr. lecently restored fto original condi

mber of @toriss: Two and mme=hall
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Education has slvays been considered a matter of the greatest
imy ortance in Fairfield, bubt the npublic schools evidently did neb
meet the reguirenents of mony of its citizens for ia 1802 a group
of neonle decided to start an acadeny. Thera was considerable
discussion as to HThe best location for o building and the norbh
de ol the green wms first suggesterd, but the rresent site was
Finanlly seleeted, the land beins avnropriated by the town.
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The bullding was finished in lay, 1804, 4t that tirme, a
resolution way adorted at “a Goneral Lssembly of° the Liate of
Comectinut,held in lartford, on The second fhnr doay of liey,

A.De 1RG4, incorpvorating: the Froprietors of the ¢a1r-1eld Lcadewry
in Connecticut ',

sothing is said in the rocords about tuition feesz, but we
learn from several mapers relating to acadeny al'fairs that for the
sum of 4,50 one nicht attend the acadeny for twelve weeks,

The records tell us that the hulldine was alweys in needg
of renairs and in 1365 the following was rublished ahbout the
building: "The school and recitation rooms wers spacious, well
ventilated and ncatly furnished, Two large handsome Franklin
stoves viere nlmced at ench end of the sehool room, and inside hal?l
h1linds were affixed to nll the windows. These blinds were desued
advisahle lest the attention of the rupils might be distracted by
the large nusber of vehicles so conshakly nassing by, as Falrfield
avenue was then the nost road betweou ew ork snd doston, and
such was the amewnt ol viavel thal ne lass than six taverns were
well supported,

Tt is further recorded that Lhe late President wrizht of
Tule Jollege always maniflested a warm inbersst in the prosperity
of Tqe scadesy and selected il teocchers for the same. Tho inwe
stitubion wder such eminent teachers flourished many years and
probably no school of its sise in the suate can nroduce a record
of as many i1lustrious men and women whose names wWere once enrolled
a5 pupils of Pairfield lcademy”

The spiritucl needgs of the village have hoeen supnlied by this
k for the lower flocr wms used for Junday evening meelings
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In 1865 a subseriptiorn was reisod or necessary reuairs. fn
the same yoar, = silded ball was plsced on the dome of the edifice.
This ball, which is composed of sixty pleces snd valued at 330,00
was constructed by lire. Thomas I, Rowland of Long Island, the welil
kmown builder of the famous Honitor and who most generocusly donated
the Lall to the academny.

The day belore The hall wes to be placed on the dome, 1t was
opened and the newspaper ol the duy with an interesting doecuwment
contailning the names of the subseribers to the improverment fund,
the mechanics employed, construction and donor of the ball, and
a list of schdls are placed in ibe them Time with its dostroying
hand, rends that ball posterity will read with interest the names
oi those who, imbued with the same feeling as to their wneestors,
endeavored to restorey the prristine form of the Fairfield Academy.
Time, however, was aot the desbroying hend that removed the ball.
o one mows whers 1t wentb.

The eoripinal desks used had lids which 1ifted up and theseats
hed no backss TheRe were later replaced with desks with fixed
tops and the front of onc desk made the back for the seat of the
next ones The students wrote entirely with quill pems , which
the teacher had to make and mend,

Source of InlTormation: Booklet entitled "The 0ld fcadeny,
Fairfield, Connectisut" by Elizabeth L. Child for
the Fairlield listorical Society in 1927,

Author: Z M
7&/ /Q(Lum

Lpproved:




